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MEMORANDUM

Date: November 7th, 2025
To: To Whom It May Concern
From: San Joaquin County Public Health Laboratory (SJCPHL)

SUBJECT: Guidance for submitting animal heads and small animal carcasses to
the San Joaquin County Public Health Laboratory for rabies testing

1. Prior Approval
Contact the San Joaquin County Public Health Services, Disease Control and
Prevention Division, at 209-468-3822 to obtain approval before submitting
any animal for rabies testing at SJCPHL.

Note: No living animal will be accepted for rabies testing at SICPHL

2. Required Form
Complete the SICPHL Rabies Submission Form and include exposure details
if testing is approved.

https://cms.sjcphs.org/docs/default-source/default-document-
library/20240808 rabies-submittal-form.pdf?sfvrsn=35aa9fa3 6

3. Specimen Integrity

The rabies test requires intact brain tissue. Avoid:

e Crushing the skull.

e Shooting the head.

e Freezing the specimen.

e Leaving the specimen at room temperature for extended periods.
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Special Guidance for Bats that need rabies testing

+» All bats must be humanely euthanized prior to submission:
e Rabies testing requires brain tissue, which can only be collected
from a deceased animal.
e Submitting a live bat places laboratorians at risk of bites and rabies
exposure.

¢ Risks from live bats:
e Bats are natural reservoirs of rabies and may be infectious without
symptoms.
e Alive bat can directly transmit rabies to personnel during handling.
e Euthanizing ensures safe collection and protects public health while
still allowing for accurate testing.

Storage and Transport

e Keep specimens cold, not frozen. If the specimen is already frozen,
maintain the frozen state until arrival at SJCPHL.

e Animals under 12 inches (excluding the tail); submit whole.

e Animals 12 inches or longer: submit only the head. Head removal
should be performed by a veterinarian, animal control officer, or
trained, vaccinated professional.

e SJCPH staff do not perform head removal.

Packaging

e Place specimens in a biohazard bag.
e Then place inside:
o A box with a leak-proof plastic liner.
o A plastic rabies receptacle provided by SICPHL.

Delivery

e Deliver specimens directly to SICPHL, 1601 E. Hazelton Ave., Stockton,
CA.

e A security guard is available Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm to direct
deliveries.

e For questions, call the Public Health Lab at 209-468-3460.
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